
Big Idea:  What is my calling, or vocation—and how do 

I live into it? 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led 

by the Spirit into the wilderness, where for forty days he 

was tempted by the devil.  

 Luke 4:1 

 

Jesus’s experience in the wild in Luke 4 is different from 

suffering or even just temptation. We are  taught to 

conflate the two ideas of the wilderness and suffering, 

 

The wild Jesus enters is a Spirit-led challenge on a field 

of battle into which he has been guided by the breath 

of God”  

 

 

 

WEEK 6 

• If you had a choice between deeply knowing the love 

of God for you or knowing exactly what God wanted 

you to do next in your life, which would you choose? 

Be honest, and talk about why. 

 

Changing Your Mind 

In what ways have you recently experienced the wild—

meaning the world as being unpredictable, untamed, 

and unruly?  

 

What happened in your heart when you experienced 

that feeling of being out of control? 

 

Prayer: 

Father, it is so easy for us to think our calling is about what we 

do, and what you want us to do, rather than about who we 

are and our belovedness to you. Forgive us for years spent 

thinking our spiritual business card should be filled with our 

achievements, roles, or gifts. We thank you that you have 

named us, loved us, and called us to live from the center of 

being your beloved child.  In Jesus’s name we come, amen. 



“‘You are my Son’—Jesus’s core identity and vocation is clear: to 

live as a Son in perfect covenant communion with his Father. Jesus 

knows who he is.  

‘Whom I love’—Jesus receives, at the beginning of his ministry, a 

word of affection and belovedness that will feed him the rest of his 

life. Jesus knows whose he is.  

‘With you I am well pleased’—Jesus  receives an affirmation of his 

value before he has even done one miracle. Jesus knows why he 

is and what he must do that flows from it—he will not draw his 

sense of purpose from anything other than the Father’s love” . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The challenge comes to get you lost in the wilderness: 

• Lost about _______________ you are (your identity),  

• ________________ you are (your belovedness), and, 

• What you are for (your purpose).”  

 

 

 

 

 

Ice Breaker:  

When was the first time you truly felt the love of God touch 

your  heart? Where were you? What did it feel like? What did 

you do after you felt God’s love that very first time? 

 

Discussion: 

• In what ways have you recently experienced the wild—

meaning the world as being unpredictable, untamed, and 

unruly? What happened in your heart when you experi-

enced that feeling of being out of control? 

• What kinds of things have you put on your spiritual business 

card over the years, and how did God erase some of the ex-

tra items you had beneath your name? 

• How does knowing our belovedness help us walk through dif-

ficult circumstances? 

 

For Further Study 
 

Talking through the message during the week helps you turn 

what God is saying to you into action steps. These talking points, 

questions and scriptures are designed to help you take that next 

step . 


