
Week 3 - Acting On The Unbelievable 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded and took Mary as his wife. 25 But he did not have 

marital relations with her until her son was born. And Joseph 

named him Jesus.    Matthew 1:24-25 
 

Big Idea:  

To protect the Christ Child who is born in our hearts; and, act 

in response to God’s call upon their lives. 

Ice Breaker: 

What does the word betrayal bring to mind? Share a time 

when you have felt betrayed. 

Discussion: 

Consider the word disgrace. Joseph had concluded he did 

not want to expose Mary to “public disgrace” by calling at-

tention to her out-of- wedlock pregnancy and shaming her 

before the community. Reflect on these questions: 

• How do you define “public disgrace”? 

• What does it mean to make a public example of some-

one? 

• How does the modern idea of “cancel culture” contribute 

to your understanding of Joseph's situation? 

All of the figures so far in this study have been in the physical 

presence of angels. Joseph is the outlier. His angelic visitations 

occur in dreams.  

• Would you be likely to interpret it differently if you encoun-

tered an angel in a dream instead of during your waking 

hours? Why or why not? 

• What does it say to you about Joseph that he acted on 

the angels’ messages—not just once but three times? 

• Compare and contrast Joseph’s faith response to that of 

Mary. 

• What do the responses of Jesus's earthly parents suggest 

to you about the kind of household in which Jesus was 

raised? 

• What would lead you to “act on the unbelievable”? 

Closing Activity 

Pastor Craig invites us to consider how the Christ Child is born 

not only into the world but into each of us. He notes all of the 

forces in our world that threaten to destroy the light of Christ. 

Then he asks us to put ourselves in the position of Joseph, who 

acted to protect the holy child in response to an angel's mes-

sages.  

• How might you seek to protect the Christ Child born in you 

this Advent season? Where do you see threats to the light 

of Christ? 

• Pastor Craig invites us to think about Jesus, Mary, and Jo-

seph as refugees. How does their story help you relate to 

the situations faced by displaced persons today? What 

does Matthew want us to understand about Herod in Je-

sus's day—and the Herods of our own time? 

• In what ways have you contributed to threatening that 

One born to you? 

• How have you protected his presence in your life in the 

past? 

• How do you see yourself and your church community 

bringing transformation to the world? 

Prayer: 

O God, we long for you to come to us, to be with us, and to 

speak to us. But we don't always recognize the occasions 

when you are sending your messengers to us, and we may 

find it easy to do nothing rather than to act in faith on the 

word you give to us. Help us to be inspired by the example of 

your servant, Joseph, who had the faith to believe and to act 

without hesitation, even when the message from your angels 

seemed unbelievable. Amen. 

 

WEEK 6 


