
Week 4 - This Will Be A Sign 
 

“And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby 

wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”  

      Luke 2:12 (NLT) 

 

Big Idea:  

Maybe we're slow to recognize the angels who miraculously 

enter our lives because we're looking for messengers with 

white robes and harps instead of those whom God sends to 

us. 

Ice Breaker: 

Why did God’s angels choose the Shepherds, nobody special, 

nobody who would carry any weight with the powerful 

people in the society, to be the first to receive the most amaz-

ing news the world had ever heard? 

Discussion: 

Put yourself in the place of these shepherds, ordinary workers 

going about their daily routine.  

• Why do you think the shepherds were afraid at the 

appearance of the angels?  

• Why do you think our initial impulse to something unexpected 

is fear? How is that impulse helpful? How can it be harmful? 

• Can you think of a time when you were terrified to receive 

news that turned out to be good?  

• How can fear hold us back from experiencing something 

new and amazing? 

• Imagine that Jesus was born in this current season, and 

that God sent angels to herald his birth. Who would be the 

shepherds if Jesus were born today? Knowing what you 

know about the shepherds, what do you think the occupation 

of these modern recipients of the angels’ message would 

be?  

• Have you ever witnessed something so wonderfully amazing 

that you had to tell others right away? How did it make you 

feel to share this news? What emotions ran through your 

mind? Relate your experience to that of the shepherds. 

• Have you ever been delegated as a messenger to deliver 

important news to someone? How did you feel in being 

tasked with this responsibility? How can you relate this to 

the shepherds’ experience after their encounter with the 

army of angels? 

Closing Activity:  Read Isaiah 40:3-5. 

"In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in 

the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted 

up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 

ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people 

shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken." 

• What valleys need to be raised up, what crooked places 

need to be made straight, and what rough places need 

to be made smooth to “prepare the way of the Lord"? 

• What will you do during this coming week to prepare the 

way? 

Prayer: 

Lord, we remember how you sent your angels to bring the 

news of how you were working in our world. And we know 

that in Jesus you came to stay, that you are working each 

day to reveal your love for every last one of us. We know that 

you still work through angels in our midst, in ways we don’t fully 

understand, and that sometimes you call on us to be your 

messengers who help people feel your presence. Help us to 

be faithful to that call and to your message so the good news 

of your rescuing and enabling love spreads like the light of the 

dawn onto a world where many still feel surrounded by 

darkness. Amen. 
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