
Week 1 - Standing In The Presence Of God 
“Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of 
God. It was he who sent me to bring you this good news!”  

(Luke 1:19, NLT) 

Big Idea:  
 To orient ourselves to be more receptive to God's presence 

and purposes, by growing our ability to hear and experience 
God during times of silence in our lives. 

Ice Breaker: 
 Name all of the movies, TV shows, or stories you can think 

of that involve angels.  

 Why do you think people are so fascinated by angels? 

Discussion: 
When the priest Zechariah goes to the Temple, he knows he 
has been chosen for a special duty, but he has no idea that 
he will be confronted by the angel Gabriel. Pastor Craig 
suggests, people also sometimes encounter everyday angels, 
whose identity and purpose may not be clear to them in the 
moment. 

 Have you known others who believe they have been in 
the presence of angels? Or have you had such an 
experience yourself? Describe what it was like. 

 How might you discern whether or not you had been in 
the presence of an angel? How would you discern what a 
message from the angel meant? 

The Bible tells us of people who have felt God's strong presence in 
certain places.  

 Do you believe there are certain times and places where 
people palpably feel God's presence? 

 Have you ever been in a situation when you felt that God 
was announcing God's presence? Describe the occasion. 

 How do you think you would have responded, had you 
been in Zechariah’s place, to the arrival of a being who 
stands in God’s presence? 

Pastor Craig notes that there are times in our lives when we 
experience “spiritual barrenness." 

 Have you ever experienced a barrenness in your life 
(either physical or spiritual)? 

 How would you describe spiritual barrenness? 

 Where do you sense God's presence during such times? 

 How have you been sustained during such times? 

Closing Activity 
Advent is a time to prepare our hearts and minds for the coming 
of Christ. Just as we prepare our homes for the coming of special 
visitors, we should think of the imminent arrival of the Christ Child 
as a time for a spiritual housecleaning and getting our hearts 
ready to receive God in the person of a human being. 

So, each week we will end with two questions: 

 In the coming week, how will you prepare yourself to 
receive the Christ Child? 

 In the past week, where have you made a possible “angel 
sighting"? 

Prayer: 
Lord, this season reminds us that you came to dwell with us, 
not just as a visitor but to experience life as one of us and to 
live in our hearts forever. Help us to be welcoming hosts for 
you by seeing you in everyone we meet and treating each 
person as we would treat you. And help us not only to hear 
the message of the angels but to spread to others the message 
that they are important and they are loved. Amen. 
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