
 

Blessed are the Persecuted  
 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven” (Matthew 5:10 NIV). 

MESSAGE BIG IDEA  
Religious persecution is real, and we need to talk about it in order to be prepared for it. It’s 
important for us to know how persecution works so we can recognize and respond to it. 
Persecution comes to steal our voice, kill our spirit, and destroy our legacy. The pressure to 
compromise can be great, but the Kingdom within us is greater!  God does some of His 
greatest work in the midst of persecution. 

START THINKING 

1. How often do you think we fall into the trap of being more like the world than being 
different? 

2. What causes this—and how might we change it? What is the first thing you think of 
when you hear the word “persecution”? How does it make you feel? 

3. Have you ever been persecuted because of your faith? How did you see God working 
in the midst of it? 

4. Do you feel prepared to face persecution? Why or why not? What are some ways you 
can practically prepare to endure persecution in the future? 

 
“That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships,  

in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 
2 Corinthians 12:10 NIV 



MAKE IT PRACTICAL 

• Let persecution deepen your conviction. Saturate yourself in God’s Word and stand on it! 

• Let persecution increase your awareness of divine protection. Don’t fear the fire; look for 
the One who is walking in the fire with you. 

• Let persecution lead to promotion. Think about generations to come and let them fuel 
your perseverance. 

 
IF YOUR HOUSE IS BUILT ON SAND, WHEN PERSECUTION COMES, IT WILL FALL. BUT 
IF YOUR HOUSE IS BUILT ON THE ROCK, IT DOES NOT MATTER WHAT COMES YOUR 
WAY — YOU WILL STAND 
 
PRAYER 
Father, thank You for being with us in every situation we face. Give us power to overcome 
fear when we encounter persecution. Awaken boldness within us so that we will stand on 
Your word when we are told to kneel. Deepen our convictions in Your truth so that we will 
never compromise. Give us eyes to see how You’re working in our lives when we walk 
through fire. And help us persevere through trials so that we can pass on our passion and 
conviction to the next generation, for Your glory. In Jesus’ Name. 
 
 
Processing Kairos: 
Our three key questions to ask from this week's message: 

1. What is God saying to you? 

2. What are you going to do about it? 

3. Who are you going to tell?  


