
 

Blessed Are the Merciful  
 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy” 
(Matthew 5:7 NIV) 

MESSAGE BIG IDEA  
Mercy is “not giving someone what they deserve.” It’s letting someone off the hook, which is 
not a common gesture in today’s society. We are quick to call out and even cancel those 
who offend us. We have become great judges of others’ sin (but great lawyers of our own).  

This is not how God desires for us to live. He has shown us never-ending mercy by forgiving all 
of our sins, and He has called us to extend that same mercy to others. Let’s stand before 
God having loved too much rather than having judged too harshly.  

START THINKING 

1. When someone does something to offend you, how do you usually respond? What does 
it look like to respond with mercy? 

2. What tends to get in the way of our showing mercy? 

3. Describe the mercy God has shown you. What has He forgiven you for? 

4. Do you have a hard time showing mercy to yourself? Explain your answer. 

5. How might our relationships change if we made mercy our default? 

6. What changes do you need to make in order to be more merciful? 

“Unfaithfulness is wrong. Revenge is worse. But the worst part of all is that 
without forgiveness, bitterness is all that is left.  

- Max Lucado. 



 

MAKE IT PRACTICAL 

• Remind yourself how merciful God is to you. If we think we can earn God’s forgiveness, 
we’ll make others earn our forgiveness. 
 

• Remember you will face God one day. Jesus said if we don’t forgive others’ sins, God will 
not forgive ours (Matthew 6:15). Offer mercy to others as freely as Jesus offered it to you. 

 
“TO BE A CHRISTIAN MEANS TO FORGIVE THE INEXCUSABLE 
 BECAUSE GOD HAS FORGIVEN THE INEXCUSABLE IN ME.” 
                                                                               - C.S. Lewis 

 
PRAYER 
Father, thank You for showing us such incredible mercy and forgiving us when we were at 
our worst. Help us fully accept Your mercy and grace today. Root out any bitterness we 
might have in our hearts so that we can offer mercy to others as freely as You offer it to us. 
Help us respond to every person with love. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
 
 
Processing Kairos: 
Our three key questions to ask from this week's message: 

1. What is God saying to you? 

2. What are you going to do about it? 

3. Who are you going to tell?  


