
Study Guide:  
The Four Lepers—What Can They Teach Us? 

2 Kings 6:24-7:20 

The Story 

1. Describe the sense of desperation the four lepers experienced as 
the story began. 

2. After they got to the Syrian camp, the men ate and grabbed as 
much stuff as they could hide. What are some possible motives 
that could have prompted them to look beyond their own wants 
to care for the starving people back in the city? Which of these 
seem noble and good? Which seems less than honorable? 

3. Review the five questions. Why do you think they are “a pack-
age” so that all of them need to be answered? What if some 
aren’t addressed? 

4. Read Jeremiah 29:11. What would it mean for you to have a God
-inspired sense of purpose? 

5. What are your fears or doubts that have come to mind as you 
heard the story? 

Baggage: “What am I carrying on the journey?” 

1. Have you ever seen anyone who had to repack a suitcase at the 
airport? What was their attitude? How did it affect the person at 
that moment and for the rest of the trip? 

2. Why is it essential to define our destination before we can know 
what to throw away and what to keep? 

3. Why do anger, resentment, self-pity, fear and other “bad bag-
gage” often feel so comfortable and right? What does it cost to 
replace them with love, joy and purpose? (We pay a price either 
way.) 

4. How would you answer the question: “What am I carrying on the 
journey?” 

So What: “Now What?” 

1. It’s normal to have a sense of reluctance to change direction 
and try something new. How would you describe your mixed feel-
ings of inspiration and fear? Which one is stronger right now? 

2. What are three “next things” that you can do today? 

3. As you think back through the message, what are the most      
important lessons you’ve learned from the four lepers? 

4. What will you do with the lessons you’ve learned? How will they 
lead to a life of significance? 



Purpose: “Why am I still alive?” 

1. At what point do you think the four lepers actually realized they 
weren’t going to die? How would you have responded if you 
were one of them at the moment? 

2. Many people don’t want to think about their mortality, but some 
are obsessed with death. What’s a healthy way to grasp the    
significance of our mortality? 

3. Do you agree or disagree that the true purpose is always bigger 
than our success, pleasure and approval? Whom do you know 
who has achieved a measure of these things and still feels     
empty? 

4. How does the love of Christ gives us the security we need so we 
can look beyond ourselves and genuinely care for others? 

5. How would you answer the question: “Why am I still alive?” 

Motivation: “Why do I do what I do?” 

1. Describe how and why the leper’s motivation changed. 

2. What are some evidences of the way comparison affects our 
thoughts, our desires, our relationships and our purpose? 

3. What are some ways each of these motivate you? 

 

 

4. Read Ephesians 4:1-3. What does it mean to “walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called”? 

5. How would you answer the question, “Why do I do what I do?” 

Resources: “Why do I have what I have?” 

1. What do you think may have prompted at least one of the lepers 
to realize he (and they) were “doing wrong” if they didn’t let the 
city know what they had found in the Syrian camp? 

2. What is the meaning of money to you? 

3. In what way is generosity always an overflow for a person who 
has been the recipient of radical generosity? 

4. What are some of the things you can do today to be generous   
to others? 

4. How would you answer the question, “Why do I have what I 
have? 

Friends: “Who is going with me?” 

1. Why do you think the lepers friendship mattered so much—to 
them and eventually to the people in the city? Why did they 
need each other? 

2. Do you agree or disagree with the statement: “The quality of your 
friendships determines the quality of your life”? Why? 

3. Which of your friends are calling you to your highest and best, 
and which ones bring out you lowest and least? 

4. Describe how Jesus embodied grace and truth in every relation-
ship: with his closest followers, with misfits and outcasts and with 
those who opposed him. 

5. How would you answer the question: “Who is going with me?” 
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